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PREFACE.

AMERICA is the paradise of heterodoxy. All sorts of
wild, strange and even abominable reigions flourish
unchecked, sde by side, and generally without violent
collison. The wild dreams of the fervid Oriental im-
agination ; the vague shadowings of Gothic mysticism;
the coarse materialism of French infidelity, and the
ideal fancies of Greek and Asiatic, all the errors and
worn out theories of the Old World, of schisms in the
early Church, the monkish age and the rationalistic
period, find here afree air, afertile soil, amore congenial
clime and a second native country, as it were, in which
new and more luxuriant growths spring rapidly from
the old and half dead stocks of pseudo-theology.

But the inventive American mind is not content
merely with old errors, and the Yankee is nothing if
not practical; hence we see that to every new or purely
American phase of religious error, there is always tacked
a feature of political power, communism of property,
socia license or moral perversion, a genera revolt

against accepted theories in law, medicine, marriage,
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6 PREFACE.

government or socid relations. Let the extreme tend
which way it will, it is equally an extreme; whether
of the anti-marriage Shakers, the celibate Harmonists,
the wife-communists of Oneida, or the polygamous Mor-
mons. All thisis, perhaps, a necessary evil—an inevit-
able adjunct to agreat good. In the perfect liberty of
conscience guaranteed, the perverted or diseased con-
science is equally free with the pure or healthy; and
where every man is free to choose as he will, it is
reasonable to suppose that many will choose but poorly.
Like al good principles this liberty of conscience is
strangely liable to abuse; but a careful examination
will show, | think, that the present condition is far
better, with al its evil outgrowths, than would be any
aming at represson. Represson is not unity. Sup-
pose either of the prominent sects to be made the
Established Church—if indeed the mind can possibly
conceive of an Established Church in America—the
Methodist, for instance; then would that church at
once lose many of its communicants, most people would
avoid it to the farthest extent allowed by law, not from
any particular hostility to that one church, but smply
because it was established.

Wemay, indeed, congratul ate ourselves, that with such
perfect liberty of choice so few have adopted bdiefs at
all dangerous either to the State or to society; for
these last are the only questions with which we have a
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right to deal. But certain forms of belief cannot pos
sibly confine themselves to speculative errors; the per-
version of moral and ethical principles is too radical to
be confined to the heart, and the hideous mora gan-
grene, starting from the soul and center, works out-
wardly through the life in al manner of corruption,
confuson and abomination. When the faith is per-
fectly inwrought, it cannot but show itself in acts, and
with these the State has aright to deal. Perfect tolera-
tion is due to al beliefs, and these gross forms of error
only demand attention when endeavoring, against the
good of the State, to make a peculiar moral condition
the general law for a whole people, and still more as
laboring to radically pervert the Christian idea of mar-
riage. If the experience of all civilized nations for
three thousand years, and the best judgment of the
best minds in law founded upon that experience, have
proved any one fact more than another, it is that the
marriage relation should be strictly regulated by law,
that the State has an absolute right to prescribe the
civil conditions accompanying and the civil rights re-
sulting from it; and that the human passions, whether
excited by mere lust or by religious fanaticism, must be
controlled by positive law. It matters not if an indi-
vidual esteem it his natural right to act contrary to ex-
press law, or if severd individuals constituting a commu-
nity believe it to be ardigious right; they are equally
subject thereto, and must take the legal consequence of
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disobedience. It is then a gratifying fact, that so few
have adopted bdiefs tending to pervert the marriage
relation.. Of the forty millions in America less than
half a million areincluded in all of such sects. In this
light liberty of conscience in America is aimost a per-
fect success.

The vast majority of our people have founded their
religious beief on theories not inimical to the public
good; and the scores of varying sects which arise from
year to year, generally do so only to run a brief and
meteor-like race, and sink like dissolved exhalations in
the bogs and mire of ignorance from which they arose.
But occasiondly we see one of these parasitic growths
upon the body of religious freedom, which, from peculiar
and specid causes, extends its existence beyond what
we would naturally look for; and a few, originally
transplanted from Europe where the parent organiza
tion has long snce expired, maintain a sort of sickly
life through two or three generations in America. Of
such are the Shakers from England, and the Har-
monists from Germany. But where in contact with
vital Christianity, they must sooner or later yield;
their wild enthusiam is sufficient for rise and growth,
but lacks the virtuous energy to direct and continue.
To such, comparatively innocent and harmless, the
public direct little attention. But there are a few,
which manage to preserve a sort of isolation even in
the midst of other sects, or in extreme cases, to get
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apart and asde, and maintain for a long period an
independent existence. Of these none have attained
to such prominence as the sect caled Mormons. Hav-
ing leaders at once sagacious and unscrupulous, they
have long managed to avoid whatever contact would
weaken their organization. We have seen them, from
small and obscure beginnings, rise to a strength auffi-
cient to create a local rebellion in Missouri; trans-
planted thence to Illinois, rise to a threatening power;
transplanted again, flourish rapidly for a while, and
though now evidently on the decline, yet strong enough
to create a difficult and delicate political problem, and
like the Bohon Upas, overshadow a whole Territory
with a deadly influence. Scattered through the nation
Mormonism would be the weakest of all religions;
collected into one Territory, and ruling there with al-
most absolute power, they present a painfully interest-
ing problem. Comparatively, their numbers are trifling;
locally, they are of great importance. In the light of
the principles here enunciated, and with perfect con-
fidence intheir correctness, thiswork has been prepared,;
with aview to the better enlightenment of the Ameri-
can public on this question and if possible, to make the
duty of Government and people more plain, to set
forth the most salient points in the progress of
religious imposture, and to draw attention to a Territory
rich in natural resources. It is believed that the
work contains most of the material facts of interest
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in regard to Utah and the Mormons; whether of the
climate and resources of the former, or the history,
theology and peculiar socid practices of the latter.
The history of the sect is drawn from many sources.
from their own works, from personal records of severd
who have spent many years among them, from evidence
published by the State of Missouri, from offidd docu-
ments of States or the General Government, from
previous compilations and other accredited sources.
Of charges against the Mormons, not fully proved, the
statements for and against them have been equally
presented. The same rules of evidence have been ap-
plied in summing up their history, as are held gpplicable
in courts of justice. The author's opportunities for
personal observation will be seen in the course of the
work. The author is well aware of the many imperfec-
tions of the work, but does not seek to disarm criticism
by a prefaced apology; it is given as a compilation
of testimony, on which the reader has the same
privilege of passing judgment as the author has exer-
cised on those before him.  Whatever may be thought
of the style in which they are presented, | trust many
of the facts will be found interesting, and if the work
should excite an intelligent interest among the Ameri-
can people, in regard to the afars of Utah, it will have
accomplished the dearest wish of the author.

J. H. B.
CORINNE, UTAH TERRITORY, April 5th, 1870.
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LIFE IN" UTAH,;

OR, THE

MYSTERIES AND CRIMES OF MORMOMSM.

CHAPTER |I.

HISTORICAL.

Birth and early life of the Mormon Prophet—The original Smithfamily-
Opinion of Brigham Young—The " peep-stone "—"Calling" of Joe
Smith—The Golden Plates— "Reformed Egyptian” translated—" Book
of Mormon" published—Synopsis of its contents—Red author of the
work—" The glorious six" first converts—Emma Smith, " Elect Lady
and Daughter of God"—Sidney Rigdon takes the field—First Hegira—
" Zion" in Missouri—Kirtland Bank—Swindling and " persecution”—
War in Jackson County—Smith "marches on Missouri"—Failure of
the "Lord's Bank"—Flight of the Prophet—"Mormon War "—Cap-
ture of Smith—Flight into Illinois.

JOSEPH SMITH, the founder of Mormonism, was born
December 23d, 1805, at Sharon, Windsor county, Ver-
mont. His parents, Joseph Smith, Sen., and Lucy
Mack Smith, belonged to the lowest grade of society,
and, by the testimony of all their neighbors, were illit-
erate and superstitious, as well as indolent and unre-
liable. They could believe in the supernatural as
easly as the natural; for they were as ignorant of the
one as the other. These qualities seemed to descend

upon the son by "ordinary generation;" but at an
21
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early age he showed that he far exceled al the rest
of the family in a peculiar low cunning, and a certain
faculty of invention, which enabled him to have a
story ready for any emergency.

In the year 1815, the Smith family removed to New
York, and settled near Palmyra, Wayne county, where
they resided ten years. Here young Joseph developed
a remarkable talent for living without work, and at an
early age adopted the professon of "Water Witch,"
in which caling he wandered about the adjoining
country with a forked stick, or hazel rod, by the de-
flections of which, when held in a peculiar manner,
he claimed to determine the spot where avein of water
lay nearest the surface. This had been a part of his
father's business; but Joe was possessed of real genius,
though of a peculiar kind, and soon struck into higher
paths. He began to " divine" the locality of things
which had been stolen, by means of a " peep-stone"
placed in his hat, and by the same means to point out
where hidden treasures lay. Almost innumerable are
the stories of his youth, giving bright promise of future
rascality. But many of them depend on little more
than popular report, and we can only recelve as au-
thentic those events which rest upon the sworn testi-
mony of reliable men who were his neighbors. After
ten years resdence in Wayne, the family moved to
the adjoining county of Ontario, and settled near the
town of Manchester. Here, from pointing out the
place for wells, Joe went to work digging them. While
in this work for Mr. Willard Chase, a peculiar, round,
white stone was found by him and the other workmen,
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which Joe took possesson of and carried away, much
to the regret of Mr. Chase's children, to whom it had
been given as a curious plaything. This was after-
wards the noted " peep-stone,” in which Joe saw such
wonders. Many of these statements are not very stren-
uoudly denied by the best-informed Mormons. They
acknowledge, generally, that Joe Smith was of humble
parentage, very poor and illiterate, and that he was for
many years a" wild boy." Brigham Young is espe-
cially frank upon the subject, adding, in conclusion:
" That the Prophet was of mean birth, that he was
wild, intemperate, even dishonest and tricky in his
youth, is nothing against his misson. God can, and
does, make use of the vilest instruments. Joseph has
brought forth a religion which will save us if we abide
by it. Bring anything against that if you can. |
care not if he gamble, lie, swear, and run horses every
day, for | embrace no man in my faith. The religion
isdl in all."

Brigham is correct; the early character of the Pro-
phet has little to do with the religion, except as
determining the character and credibility of his evi-
dence. Let us then examine briefly the origin of this
new theology, present the main testimony; and, as
impartial judges, hear the Prophet's account first.
Many years after, when Mormonism was an established
fact, Joseph gave the following account: At the early
age of fifteen he became much concerned about the
salvation of his soul, and at the same time a powerful
revival of religion spread throughout Western New
York. Joseph professed to be converted and his mo-
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ther, sister Sophronia and his brothers, Samuel and
Hyrum (so spelled by his father) joined the church.
But when the revival ceased, a "great rush" took
place among the ministers of various denominations as
to who should secure most of the new converts;
Joseph's soul was vexed, and he began to have serious
doubts. In this frame of mind he opened the Bible,
and his eye fdl upon this text: " If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to al men
liberaly, and upbraideth not"—JAMES, Chap. I. v. 5.
He, therefore, retired to a secluded thicket near his fa
ther's house, and knelt in prayer, supplicating the
Lord to know " which of all the sects was really right."
While praying, the entire wood was illuminated with a
great light, he was enveloped in the midst of it and
caught away in a heavenly vision, he saw two glorious
personages and was told that his sins were forgiven.
He learned aso that none of the sects was quite right,
but that God had chosen him to restore the true priest-
hood upon earth.  Afterwards, he began again to doulbt,
and, being quite young, fdl into sin, and it was not
until September 23d, 1823, that God again heard his
prayers, and sent heavenly messengers to tell him his
ans were forgiven. An angel visited him from time
to time afterwards, instructing him in his duties, and
finaly informed him that in " the hill Cumorah,” not
far from Manchester, certain Golden Plates were buried,
containing an account of the settlement of America, be-
fore Christ. After severa preliminary visits, on the
22d of September, 1826, the Golden Plates were taken
up from the hill Cumorah " with a mighty display of
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celestiad machinery,” and delivered by the angel to Jo-
seph. His vision being cleared, at the same time, he saw
a great concourse of devils struggling with angels to
prevent the work. The plates were "of the thick-
ness of tin, bound together like a book, fastened at one
side by three rings which run through the whole, form-
ing a volume about six inchesthick." The record was
engraved on the plates in " reformed Egyptian " charac-
ters, consisting of "the language of the Jews and the
writing of the Egyptians." In the same box with the
plates, were found two stones, " transparent and clear as
crystal, the Urim and Thummim used by seers in an-
cient times, the instruments of revelations of things dis-
tant, past and future." When the news of this discov-
ery spread abroad, " the Prophet was the sport of lies,
slanders and mobs, and vain attempts to rob him of his
plates." He was ere long supplied with witnesses. Oli-
ver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris make
the following solemn certificate :

" We have seen the plates which contain the records ;
they were translated by the gift and power of God, for
His voice hath declared it unto us, wherefore we know
of a surety that the work is true; and we declare with
words of soberness that an angel of God came down from
heaven, and brought and laid before our eyes, that we
beheld and saw the plates and the engravings thereon."

The testimony of these three is prefixed to all printed
copies of the " Book of Mormon," for such is the name
now given to the work. Oliver Cowdery was at that
time a sort of wandering schoolmaster, rather noted as
an elegant scribe. He assisted in translating the in-
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scriptions on the plates, continued an active Saint for
many years, and was finally expelled from the Church
in Missouri, " for lying, counterfeiting and immorality."
He led a rambling life for many years, and died a short
time since a miserable drunkard.

Martin Harris was a credulous farmer who lived near
the Smiths. He had imbibed the notion, so commonin
the religious excitement of that period, that " the last
days were at hand," and mortgaged his farm for three
thousand dollars, to pay for printing the first edition of
the book. He continued with the Mormons till his
means were exhausted, and, having quarrelled with Joe
Smith, in Missouri, returned to his old residence in New
York. Of David Whitmer littleis known. He dropped
out of the Mormon community, in one of the " drives™
in Missouri, and settled in that State. But the Prophet
had other witnesses. Soon after, four of the Smiths,
three of the Whitmers, and another witness, eight in
al, testify as follows. " Joseph Smith, the translator,
has shown us the plates of which hath been spoken,
which had the appearance of gold; and as many of the
plates as the said Smith had translated, we did handle
with our hands and also saw the engravings thereon, all
of which had the appearance of ancient work and cu-
rious workmanship."

According to Smith's account, he first met Oliver
Cowdery, April 16th, 1829, and after convincing him of
his divine mission, on the 15th of May following, John
the Baptist appeared, and ordained them both into the
Aaronic Priesthood, after which they baptized each
other. In July following, the Golden Plates were shown
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the " three witnesses," and in that year the translation
was completed. It was begun some time before, but
suspended in July, 1828, from the singular circumstance
that the wife of Martin Harris had stolen a hundred and
eighteen pages of the manuscript. As afterwards ap-
peared, the translators thought she intended to wait
until they had supplied the stolen part, then reproduce
the original, and prove that they did not literally cor-
respond. But it seems they had credited her with more
cunning than she possessed. She had bitterly op-
posed her husband in his venture upon the new
speculation, and had burned that part of the manuscript
he brought home, hoping thereby to put a stop to the
work. She afterwards attempted, by legal proceedings,
to prevent the disposal of his farm; but, failing in that,
finally separated from him. The translation was then
completed, Oliver Cowdery making most of the final
copy. The " Book of Mormon" was first given to the
world early in 1830, when three thousand volumes were
published, under contract, by Mr. Pomeroy Tucker, then
proprietor of a paper in the county. He has, within a
few years, given to the world a valuable work on the
" Origin and Progress of Mormonism,” containing many
interesting facts concerning the origin of the sect. The
first proof-sheet of the work was given by Mr. Tucker,
as a sort of curiosity, to his cousn Steve S. Harding,
whom he styles " a fun-loving youth of that vicinity."
Mr. Harding soon after removed to Indiana, and, just
thirty-two years afterwards, was appointed by President
Lincoln Governor of Utah, whither he carried the proof
sheet, and presented it to the Church Historian.
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The " Book of Mormon " was rapidly circulated, and
attracted some comment. And at this point, a brief
synopsis of this work is appropriate. It consists of a
number of Books, named after their reputed authors—
Book of Nephi, Book of Alma, Esther, Jared, etc. They
contain the following history:

In the reign of Zedekiah, six hundred years before
Christ, a Jewish family, with a few friends and retain-
ers, left Jerusalem, being warned of God that a great
destruction and captivity were at hand, and journeyed
eastward in search of a " land of promise." After many
wanderings, and the death of the Patriarch, they reached
the sea, when Nephi, who had succeeded his father in
the Patriarchate and Priesthood, was directed by the
Lord to build a boat; and, furnished with a " double
ball and spindle," which served the exact purpose of the
modern mariner's compass. They embarked, and in
due time reached the continent of America. Subsequent
revelations have decided that they landed in Central
America. There they increased rapidly; but a great
schism arose, and one Laman, with his followers, re-
fused to obey the true priesthood, for which they were
cut df, cursed, and condemned " to be a brutish and a
savage people, having dark skins, compelled to dig in
the ground for roots, and hunt their meat in the forests
like beasts of prey." But it was foretold that a rem-
nant of them should, in time, " have the curse removed,
and become a fair and delightsome people,” who should
" blossom as the rose, under the teachings of the Latter-
day Saints." These were the Lamanites, the present
Indians, while the Christian party were known as Ne-
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phites. The latter spread over al of North and South
America, became rich and powerful, and built the cities
of Zarahemla, Jacobbugath, Manti, Gidgiddoni, and
scores of others, thus accounting for the numerous ruins
found on this continent. They were ruled over suc-
cessvely by Nephi the First, Second, and Third, by
Noah, Alma, Kish, Coriantumnr, and numerous other
kings, and were successively instructed by a number of
prophets. But the Lamanites increased likewise, and
carried on dmogst perpetual war with the Nephites, till
a great part of the land was desolate. According to
this history, there have been no people of the Old
World so warlike and blood-thirsty as these; and battles
in which from twenty to fifty thousand were dain were
of common occurrence. The Nephites were troubled,
too, by " fase doctrine, heresy, and schism;" the true
priesthood was reviled; one man arose and preached
Universalism, " that God would save all mankind at the
last day,” and others followed strange gods. An im-
mense mass of the nation turned back and joined the
Lamanites, and a band of robbers, under one Gadianton,
desolated a large part of the land. At length prophets
appeared and announced the coming of Christ, who,
after he was crucified at Jerusalem, preached the Gospd
in America. At the time of his death, this country,
adso, was shrouded in darkness; a mighty earthquake
threw down the wicked city of Jacobbugath, opened
great chasms and basins throughout the land, and the
whole face of the country was changed. The Nephites
accepted Christ at once; but in afew generations, fdl
again into apostasy, and the Lord delivered them into
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the hand of their enemies. The mighty Chieftain
Omandagus, whose rule was from the Rocky Mountains
to the Mississippi, fought against the Nephites, and after
him many others. Little by little, the Nephites were
driven eastward, but made a stand near the shores of
Lake Erie, and fought " till the whole land was covered
with dead bodies." They made their final stand about
430, A. D., at the hill Cumorah, in Ontario County,
New York, where the Lamanites came against them,
and the battle raged till two hundred and thirty thou-
sand Nephites were slain; the little remnant was cap-
tured, and only Mormon and his son Moroni escaped.

The various kings and priests had kept a record of
their history, which Mormon now collected in one
volume, added a book of his own, and gave them to his
son. The latter finished the record, and buried the
whole in the hill Cumorah, being assured of God that
in fourteen centuries, a great Prophet should restore
them to man. Such is the book, and Joseph's account
of it.  On such testimony aone there is sufficient cause
to reject it, the book itself containing abundant internal
evidence of a fraud.

Let us now glance at the opposing account. In the
year 1812, a written work, called the " Manuscript
Found," was presented to Mr. Patterson, a bookseller of
Pittsburg, Penna., by the author, Rev. Solomon Spauld-
ing. This gentleman was born in Pennsylvania, was a
graduate of Dartmouth College, and for many years a
Presbyterian minister; he fell into bad health, left the
ministry, and finally died of consumption. The " Man-
uscript Found " waswritten by Spaulding as a historical
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romance, to account for the settlement of America, and
he proposed to Mr. Patterson to publish it with a pre-
face, giving an imaginary account of its having been
taken from plates dug up in Ohio; but the latter did not
think the enterprise would pay. Sidney Rigdon was
then at work in the office of Mr. Patterson; the latter
died in 1826, and what became of that copy of the man-
uscript is not known. Mrs. Spaulding had another com-
plete copy; but in the year 1825, while residing in
Ontario Co., N. Y., next door to a man named Stroude,
for whom Joe Smith was then digging a well, that copy
adso was lost.  She thinks it was stolen from her trunk.
Thus far all is clear, and there is no particular discrep-
ancy between the two accounts; but when the " Book
of Mormon" was published, the widow and brother of
Solomon Spaulding, and several other persons who had
heard him read his work, forthwith claimed that the
new publication was nearly identical with the " Manu-
script Found,” varying only in certain interpolated
texts on doctrinal points. This claim was circulated
abroad, and caused Sidney Rigdon to write a highly
slanderous and abusive letter to the press in regard to
Mrs. Spaulding. Mormon historians say that Spaul-
ding's book was a mere idolatrous romance, and that the
whole story is the invention of Dr. Philastus Hurlbut,
who seceded from the saints in Ohio, and "persecuted"
Joe Smith invarious ways. The widow's and brother's
statement is supported by the evidence of Mr. Joseph
Miller, Sr., now of Washington Co., Penna., who had
often heard Spaulding read his work; by that of Mr.
Redick McKee, who formerly boarded with the Spaul-
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ding's, and by others who knew of the work. Space
faills to set forth all the evidence presented in support
of this view. Suffice it to say, that while it is of moral
force sufficient to convince most minds, it is yet not such
proof as would establish the fact beyond all doubt, or
convict Smith and Rigdon of theft and forgery in a
court of justice. If the proof were any less strong than
it is, | would decide against the Spaulding claim, solely
from the internal evidence of the book; for the style and
matter are such as to raise avery strong presumption
that it could not be the work of any man with intelli-
gence enough for a minister, or of a graduate from Dart-
mouth College. But the true theory no doubt is, that
the writing of Spaulding was taken by Smith, Rigdon,
Cowdery and others, as the suggestion and idea of their
work; but was greatly modified and interpolated by
them, leaving sufficient characteristics to be recognized
by the Spaulding witnesses, who were left solely to
their memory for a comparison with the " Book of Mor-
mon," recognizing what was in it, and forgetting much
that was not included.

Of the " three witnesses" it is unnecessary to treat;
their subsequent course shows what weight is to be
attached to their testimony. The best evidence further-
more shows, that Sidney Rigdon was the prime mover
in the fraud, and that Joe Smith was conveniently put
forward as the Prophet.

The year 1830 ranks as number one of the Mormon
era. Early in the spring, the " Book of Mormon" ap-
peared, and on the memorable 6th of April following,
the Mormon Church was organized near Manchester.
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Six members were baptized and ordained elders, viz.:
Joseph Smith, Sr., Joseph Smith, Jr., Hyrum Smith,
Samud Smith, Oliver Cowdery, and Joseph Knight,
al but the last two of the " origina Smith family."
The sacrament was forthwith administered, and hands
laid on " for the gift of the Holy Ghost." On the 11th
of April, Oliver Cowdery preached the first public dis-
course on the new faith, and the same month the
“first miracle" was performed in Colesville, Broome Co.,
N. Y. On the first of June, the Church, which had
meanwhile gained a few more Whitmers and some
others, held its "First Conference" at Fayette, in
Seneca Co.; and the same month Joe Smith was twice
arrested, "on fdse charges," tried and acquitted. Mean-
while, on the 18th of January, 1827, he had married
Emma Hale, daughter of Isaac Hale, of South Bain-
bridge, Chenango Co., N. Y.; and, in 1830, she was,
by specid revelation, pronounced "Elect Lady and
Daughter of God," afterwards more learnedly styled
Electa Cyria. She became thoroughly disgusted at
her husband's religion while in Nauvoo, and expressed
no particular regret at his death; she refused to emi-
grate to Utah, but apostatized and married a Gentile,
and is rather popular as land-lady of the old Mansion
House, at Nauvoo. In August of 1830, Parley P. Pratt,
ayoung Campbellite preacher, came on avisit especidly
to hear of the new faith, and was at once converted,
and soon after, Sidney Rigdon appeared as a leading
Mormon. Their own history states that he had never
heard of Smith until this time. Soon after, Orson
Pratt was baptized, and the new Church now had valu-



34 LIFE IN UTAH; OR, THE MYSTERIES

able material in its composition. The wild, poetical
zeal of Parley, and the cool determination of Orson
Pratt, the immense biblical knowledge and controver-
sial skill of Sidney Rigdon, and the shrewd cunning of
Joe Smith, were united in the work of propagandism,
and converts multiplied. In October, missionaries were
sent to the " Lamanites," and in December, Sidney
Rigdon visited Joe Smith, and preached several times
in the vicinity. In January, Smith and Rigdon pro-
ceeded to the latter's residence, near Kirtland, Ohio,
preaching by the way. Rigdon had previously col-
lected a band of nearly one hundred persons, who called
themselves Disciples; mostly seceders from other de-
nominations, holding to aliteral and rapid fulfilment
of the prophecies, very fanatical and looking daily
for "some great event to occur." Many of these
adopted the new faith at once, and a church of thirty
was organized. " By revelation" of February 9th,
the elders were commanded " to go forth in pairs and
preach,” and it was ordered they should dwell particu-
larly upon the fact that " the last days were at hand."

This idea is one that has a great hold upon many
minds. Nor is it confined to the ignorant; many intel-
ligent men in every generation become impressed with
the idea that " in our day the world has become so cor-
rupt, that God Almighty is going to make agreat change,”
and in spite of the plain declarations of Scripture, fan-
atics will wrest the mild precepts of the Gospd, and
force them to indicate that hell-fire and destruction are
impending over everybody but their own particular sect.
The Mormons began as Millenarians, and that of the
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maddest sort; but they did not preach that the world
itself was to be destroyed, only that destruction was soon
to fal upon all who did not embrace the new gospel.
No particular time was set for this consummation, but it
was understood to be imminent. Early in 1831, John
Whitmer was appointed Church recorder and historian,
and about the same time, the remaining New York
Saints came to Kirtland, which is set down in Mormon
annals as the First Hegira.

On the 6th of June, the Melchisedek, or Superior
Priesthood, was first conferred upon the elders, and soon
after Joe Smith had a revelation that the final gather-
ing place of the Saints was to be in Missouri. He set
out the same month with afew elders, and in the middle
of July, reached Jackson County, Missouri, where an-
other revelation was granted that this was" Zion which
should never be moved," and the whole land was " sol-
emnly dedicated to the Lord and His Saints." They
began at once to build, and laid the first log in Kaw
Township, twelve mileswest of Independence. Another
revelation, of August 2d, fixed the site of the Great
Temple "three hundred yards west of the Court House
in Independence,” which spot was accordingly dedicated
by religious exercises, which were followed by a great
accesson of " gifts" On the 4th of August, another
large party arrived from Kirtland, a " General Confer-
ence" was held in the " land of Zion," and another rev-
elation vouchsafed to Joseph, that the whole land should
be theirs, and should not be obtained " but by purchase
or by blood."

Just what was to be understood by that strange
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wording, it is now impossble to tell. The Mormons
explain it very innocently, and the Missourians con-
strued it to mean that the Saints would unite with the
Indians and drive out the old settlers. Joe Smith re-
turned to Kirtland the latter part of August, and soon
after established a mill, store, and bank. The last was
what was then denominated a " wild cat" bank, that is,
it had no charter, and deposited no State bonds for se-
curity ; but rested soldy on the individual credit of the
proprietors. As several wealthy men had come into
the new organization, the notes of the bank circulated
at par. Joseph Smith was made President, and Sidney
Rigdon, Cashier. For the next five months, Joseph
travelled and preached in the Northern and Eastern
States, making many converts, who " gathered " either
a Kirtland, or in Missouri. The elders sent out in
February previous had met with tolerable success, and
Samuel H. Smith, brother of the Prophet, had added
greatly to the Church by converting Brigham Y oung.
This noted personage was born at Whittingham, Wind-
ham Co., Vermont, June 1st, 1801. He had four brothers
and six sigters, al of whom became Mormons.  He was
baptized in April, 1832, by Eleazer Millard, and soon
after " gathered" at Kirtland. He was brought up on
afarm, and learned the trade of painter and glazier,
which he followed till after his converson to Mormon-
iIsm.  In him Joe Smith recognized one " born to rule,”
and his degp cunning and wonderful knowledge of the
weak points in human nature, soon gave him a leading
postion in the Church. In March, 1832, Joe Smith
and Sidney Rigdon, while absent from home, were tarred
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and feathered by a mob, " for attempting to establish
Communism, for forgery and dishonorable dealing," ac-
cording to their adversaries; by their own account, " for
the truth's sake," and thisis set down as " the beginning
of persecutions." Early in April, Joe Smith found it
necessary to go again to Independence, Mo., where a
sort of " Ecumenical Council” was held, and a printing
office set up. In June, was issued the " Morning and
Evening Star," the first Mormon periodical, edited by
W. W. Phelps. Joe Smith soon returned to Kirtland,
and the latter part of the same year Heber Chase Kim-
ball was baptized into the Church. In February, 1833,
Joe Smith finished his "inspired retranslation" of the
New Testament, and soon after received a " revelation
to square things in Zion." A quorum of three High
Priests, Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick
G. Williams, was organized as " Presidency of the
Church," and they were at once favored with " visions of
the Saviour and concourse of angels."

By the spring of 1833, the Mormons numbered some
fifteen hundred in Jackson County, Missouri. They
had taken virtual possesson of Independence, where
their paper was published, and were fast extending their
settlementswestward.  The intense religious excitement
which raged throughout the United States during the
decade of 1820-30, whichled to the wild phenomena of
"jerks," and so-caled religious exercises of howling,
jumping, barking and muttering, seems to have left a
precipitate of its worst materials in Mormonism.  They
daily proclaimed to the older settlers that the Lord had
given them the whole land of Missouri; that bloody
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wars would extirpate all other sects from the country;
that " it would be one gore of blood from the Mississippi
to the border," and that the few who survived would be
servants to the Saints, who would own all the property
in the country. As their numbers increased, arrogance
and spiritual pride took possession of them; they pro-
clamed themselves "Kings and priests of the Most
High God," and regarded all others as reprobates, des-
tined to a speedy destruction. In conversation with the
Missourians, they never wearied of declaring that all
the Churches established by the latter were "alike the
creation of the devil," that they were under the curse
of God and all their members doomed, castaway Gen-
tiles, worse than heathen, and unworthy of longer life.
At the same time it does not appear that there were any
more violations of law among them, than would be
among the same number of very poor and ignorant peo-
ple anywhere; but their general conduct was insufferable.
In the first flush of their religious enthusiasm, they seem
to have been governed by no ideas of moderation; they
proclaimed through the country that it was useless folly
for Gentiles to open farms, the Lord would never allow
them to enjoy the fruits of their labor; they notified
the workmen upon new buildings that they could never
hope to be paid therefor, and generally proclaimed that
in a very few months the Gentiles would have neither
name nor place in Missouri.

The ssimple-minded Missourians listened with a vague
wonder to their first predictions, then smiled at their
confident boastings of superior purity and holiness ; but
soon their increasing numbers and arrogance awakened
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serious fears of the future. The Missourians, unaccus-
tomed to the language of hyperbole in prophecy, inter-
preted their predictions to mean that the Saints
themselves would be the ministers of God's vengeance,
and smite the unbelievers;, many were incensed against
them for their language, and the public mind was
greatly inflamed. In April, 1833, a number of Missou-
rians came together in Independence, and decided that
" means of defence ought to be taken," but determined
upon nothing. The first June number of the Morning
and Evening Sar contained an intemperate article,
headed, " Free People of Color,” which excited the
wrath of the old citizens against the Mormons, as
" abolitionists," and was answered by a small pamphlet,
headed, " Beware of False Prophets.” As summer ad-
vanced, it appeared that the Mormons would be suffi-
ciently numerous to carry the county at the August
election, and this roused all the fears of the old settlers
afresh.  Without apparent concert, an armed mob of
three hundred assembled at Independence, tore down
the newspaper office, tarred and feathered several of the
Saints, whipped two of them alittle and ordered all to
leave the county. Oliver Cowdery was started to Kirt-
land to consult with Joe Smith; but, during his absence,
the Saints agreed with the citizens to leave Jackson
County. On the 8th of October, W. W. Phelps and
Orson Hyde presented a memoria to Governor Dunklin,
of Missouri, praying for redress, to which that officer
made answer, that they "had a right to the protection
of the law, if they chose to stay in Jackson." Embold-
ened by this, they refused to leave according to agree-
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FLIGHT OF THE MORMONS FROM JACKSON CO0., MO.

ment, and the last of the month the mob again rose,
burnt ten Mormons’ houses and committed a few other
outrages. The Mormons armed in turn, and fired into
a portion of the mob, killing two; the whole body of
citizens then arose against them, calling in aid from
other counties, when the Mormons became panic-
stricken and suddenly evacuated Jackson, crossing the
Missouri River during the nights of November 4th and
5th, into Clay County.

This first expulsion of the Mormons is a point upon
which there has been much discussion. That the people
of Jackson County were not justified in law is plain;
but that they did exactly as the people of nine counties
out of ten would have done, is equally plain. They
seem to have been actuated much more by afear of
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what the Mormons would do when they had the power,
than by what they had done; and that those fears were
well founded, is abundantly shown by subsequent events.
The near vicinity of the Mormons was intolerable, and
the settlers were determined they should leave. The
mob allowed the Saints to carry their printing material
to Liberty, Clay Co., where they soon after began to
publish the Missouri Enquirer. They spread themselves
over Clay and into Van Buren County; but were " per-
secuted " and annoyed in the latter so they made no
great settlement.

Meanwhile, Joe Smith and a much more intelligent
class of Mormons were building up Kirtland. July 2d,
1833, Smith completed his "inspired translation" of
the Old Testament, and soon after a printing press
was set up in Kirtland, and the Latter-Day Saints
Messenger and Advocate established. " Old man Smith,"
the Prophet's father, was made patriarch, and Bishop
Partridge head of that branch of the Church. When
the news of affars in Jackson County reached him,
Joseph " determined on war, and began at once to
collect a small force" He soon had two hundred men,
with whom he started westward; " marched on Mis
souri,” according to Gentile history; " hoped to redeem
Zion," according to Mormon annals. About this time,
Joseph had another revelation " as to business,” which
will be found in the Doctrine and Covenants with the
rest, which contained, among other directions, this re-
markable passage :—" Behold, it is said or written in
my laws: Thou shalt not get in debt to thine enemies.
But, behold, it is not said at any time the Lord should
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not take when He pleases, and pay as seemeth to Him
good. Wherefore, as ye are on the Lord's business,
whatsoever ye do," etc. We need not be surprised,
therefore, to learn, as we do from Joseph's Autobiogra-
phy, that the people along the road were very hostile.
Two days before starting, on May 3d, the Conference
of Elders, in Kirtland, repudiated the name of Mor-
mons and adopted, for the first time, that of Latter-
Day Saints; and we notice in Joseph's account that
aong the road they constantly denied the name of
Mormons. These being the "last days," they were
Latter-day Saints, as well as to distinguish them from
the Saints of former days; the term Mormon, on the.
contrary, is supposed to be derived from the Greek
Mopuov [ Mormou], signifying a "horrible fright" or "bug-
bear."

Joe and his " army " reached Missouri in the latter
part of June, but while near the Mississippi, the cholera,
then but just known in America, broke out in his camp,
and in a few days twenty of the company died. Joe
preached, prayed and prophesied invain ; his followers
were panic-stricken at the horrible and unknown dis-
ease. He first attempted to cure it " by laying on of
hands,” but desisted with the remark, that " when the
Lord would destroy, it was vain for man to attempt to
stay His hand." An armed force which had meanwhile
gathered in Jackson County, in anticipation of his
coming, was scattered by a violent storm, and in a few
days, the cholera having spent its force, the company
reached Liberty. There was nothing to be done, and
in a few days Smith returned to Kirtland. A quorum
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of twelve apostles was then organized, among them,
Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball. The former
received the " gift of tongues," and was sent on a mis-
son to the Eastern States, and in May, 1835, all the
twelve left Kirtland on general missions. The ensuing
August, there was a General Assembly at Kirtland, in
which the " Book of Doctrine and Covenants," and
the " Lectures on Faith," by Sidney Rigdon, were
adopted as the rule of faith. About this time, alearned
Jew, formerly Professor of Oriental tongues in New
York, was connected with the Mormons, and on the
4th of January, 1836, a Hebrew professorship was
established at Kirtland, Joseph Smith and several
other leading Mormons entering upon the study. A
Temple had been projected early in the settlement,
which was completed and dedicated as the " House of
the Lord,” March 27th, 1836. This was their first
temple, and its estimated cost, $40,000. Meanwhile,
Governor Dunklin had attempted to have the Mormons
again put in possession of their lands, in Jackson
County, whereupon a committee of citizens from the
latter met a committee of the Mormons, and offered the
following :

" Proposition of the people of Jackson County to the

Mormons:

" The undersigned committee, being fully authorized
by the people of Jackson County, hereby propose to the
Mormons, that they will buy all the land that the said
Mormons own in the County of Jackson, and aso all
the improvements which the said Mormons had on any
of the public lands in said County of Jackson, as they
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existed before the first disturbance between the people
of Jackson and the Mormons, and for such as they have
made since. They further propose, that the valuation
of said land and improvements shall be ascertained by
three disinterested arbitrators, to be chosen and agreed
to by both parties. They further propose, that should
the parties disagree in the choice of arbitrators, then
——is to choose them. They further propose, that
twelve of the Mormons shall be permitted to go along
with the arbitrators, to show them their land and im-
provements while valuing the same, and such other of
the Mormons as the arbitrators shall wish to do so, to
give them information; and the people of Jackson County
hereby guarantee their entire safety while doing so.
They further propose, that when the arbitrators report
the value of the land and improvements, as aforesaid,
the people of Jackson will pay the valuation, with one
hundred per cent., added thereon, to the Mormons within
thirty days thereafter.

" They further propose, that the Mormons are not to
make any effort, ever after, to settle either collectively
or individually within the limits of Jackson County
The Mormons are to enter into bonds to insure the con
veyance of their land in Jackson County, according to
the above terms, when payment shall be made ; and the
committee will enter into alike bond, with such security
as may be deemed sufficient for the payment of the
money, according to the above proposition, etc., etc.”

The Mormons have always maintained that their later
troubles were " solely on account of their religion,” but
that they were driven from Jackson County because
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" the mob desired to get possession of their lands." The
above document certainly tends to disprove that charge.
The foremost men in the county offered their personal
security for the payment, but the Mormons rejected the
proposition, on the ground that the Lord had said, " Zion
should never be moved." The citizens of Jackson then
became apprehensive that they would be attacked from
Clay County, and stirred up those in the latter county
who considered they already had cause to complain of
the Mormons; so they " requested” the latter, in May,
1836, to remove, which they did, this time settling in
Carroll, Davis and Caldwell Counties. In thelast named
they founded the town of Far-West, and these counties
being new and unoccupied, they prospered greatly for a
while.

In June, 1837, the first organized foreign misson was
sent to England, consisting of H. C. Kimball, Orson
Hyde and W. Richards. On the 30th of July following,
they baptized the first converts there, in the river Rib-
ble, and the first confirmation of members was at Wal-
kerford, August 4th. The first Conference of English
Mormons was held in the cock-pit at Preston, the 25th
of the following December.

In the autumn of the same year, the " Kirtland Safety
Society Bank," engineered by Smith and Rigdon, failed,
under circumstances which created great scandal, and
the Prophet had a revelation to " depart for theland of
Zion," in Missouri. Smith and Rigdon left Kirtland
" between two days," and their creditors pursued them
for a hundred miles; but in the language of Joseph's
Autobiography, " the Lord delivered them out of the
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hands of their persecutors." They reached Far-West in
March, and found a fearful schism raging in the Church.
The authority of Joseph was unequal to thetask of re-
storing order, and Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery and
one L. E. Johnson were " cut off from the Church,"
while Orson Hyde, Thomas B. Marsh, W. W. Phelps
and many others apostatized and brought many serious
charges against Joe Smith and other leaders. It was
said they were plotting treason against the State, that
they were conspiring with the Indians, that they were
engaged in counterfeiting and cattle-stealing, and were
attempting to establish a community of goods as well as
wives. The dissenters stirred up the neighboring people
against the Saints, and for purposes of defence and re-
taliation the "Danite Band" was organized. They
were first commanded by D. W. Patton, who took the
name of " Captain Fearnot,” and styled themselves
" Daughters of Gideon."  Afterwards they adopted their
present name from the suggestion in GENESIS xlix. 17 :
" Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the
path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall
fall backward."

On the 4th of July, Sidney Rigdon preached what he
called, " Sidney's last sermon;" in which he threatened
Gentiles and apostates with violence, and declared that
the " Saints were above all law." Troubles soon after
arose in Davis County, at elections; the Mormons all
voting one way secured control of the County; a gen-
eral fight occurred at the August election in the town of
Gallatin, in which a number were seriously wounded on
both sides. For two months there were occasional fights
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all over Davis County, and the Mormons at length de-
clared their " independence of all earthly rulers and
magistrates." The Clerk of the county, a Mormon,
was commanded by Joe Smith to issue no more writs
against the Saints; and the Justice of the Peace in Gal-
latin was mobbed for entertaining suits against them.
Scattering parties of militia began to assemble under
arms in the neighboring counties, one of which, com-
manded by Captain Bogart, came to battle with a party
of seventy Mormons and defeated them.  Another party
of Mormons attacked the militianear Richmond, in Clay
County, and killed two of them; the latter returned
thefire, killing " Captain Fearnot." The Mormons then
rose en masse and drove out all the officers of Davis
County not of their faith, and burned and plundered
the town of Gallatin, another small village, and much of
the surrounding country, driving out the inhabitants.
About this time, Brigham Young fled for his life to
Quincy, Illinois. The troubles grew so extensive and
complicated, that after many attempts to learn something
definite from " the seat of war," Governor Lilburn W.
Boggs called out fifteen thousand militia to restore order.
The first detachment had a sort of battle with the Mor-
mons in Carroll County, after which, Governor Boggs
issued an order that the Mormons " should be expelled
from the State," adding, " even if it was necessary to ex-
terminate them." This is the celebrated " extermina-
ting order,” and Governor Boggs the " Nero" of Mor-
mon historians. Another body of militia were fired
upon by the Mormons at Haun's Mill, and in revenge
exterminated the whole Mormon party, variously esti-
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mated at from sixteen to thirty. Only two escaped
aive. The Mormon forces then began to retreat on
every hand, and finally united in the town of Far-
West, where they were surrounded by a large militia
force under Generals Doniphan, Lucas and Clarke, and
compelled to surrender at discretion. Most of their
plunder was recaptured and delivered to the owners, and
the great body of the Mormons were released under a
promise to leave the State.

Joe Smith, Hyrum Smith, and forty others were held
for trial, and the militia officers forthwith organized a
Court Martial and condemned several of them to be
shot! But General Doniphan, a sound lawyer and
brave man, by a firm use of his authority and influence,
prevented this foolishly illegal action. The prisoners
were taken before the nearest Circuit Judge and put
upon trial " for treason, murder, robbery, arson, larceny,
and breach of the peace They could not well have
been tried for more ; but it seems by the evidence that
many of them were guilty on most of the charges.
They were committed to jail to await their final trial.
The evidence in the case was printed by order of the
Missouri Legislature, and presents a singular instance of
how a few knaves may lead to their destruction a whole
people, if sufficiently ignorant and fanatical. Compara-
tive peace was restored, but the history of civil commo-
tions shows that private revenge will seek such a period
for its gratification, and in many neighborhoods fearful
outrages were perpetrated upon individual Mormons by
those who held a personal animosity against them.
Their leaders had provoked a conflict for which the in-
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nocent suffered; and the most quiet and unoffending
portion of the Mormons were hunted out and rudely
hurried from their homes at the most inclement season
of the year, often without a chance to supply themselves
or digpose of their property, and much suffering was the
result. They now numbered over twelve thousand, and
in the month of December this large body began the
journey into Illinois, which the most of them reached
in January, 1839. They spread over the western coun-
ties wherever they could find food or employment, par-
ticularly about the town of Quincy, in Adams county;
while many went as far east as Springfidd, and others
to St. Louis. They were everywhere received as auf-
ferers for their religion, and to some extent for their
"free-state" sentiments; for Illinois was just then be-
ginning to be agitated by the anti-davery excitement,
and the Mormons had been driven from a dave State.
The Missouri border had never been well spoken df, nor
was it till long afterwards; and the Illinoisans rather
seemed pleased with the opportunity of showing how
superior they were to the " border ruffians” They re-
garded but little the Mormon statement that their reli-
gion was the only cause of trouble; in fact the more in-
telligent knew that such could not bethe case; but they
made haste to assume that the Mormons were "New
York and New England Y ankees, driven out as abolition-
Ists," because the Missourians would not tolerate such
sentiments. The people of lllinois, particularly of the
western counties, knew little and cared less about dif-
ferences of speculative theology. That portion known
as the " Military Tract" had but lately come into mar-
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ket, and was settled very rapidly; the religious training
of the people had not kept pace with the advance of
their material interests, and a sermon to them was a
sermon, whether preached by Arminian or Calvinist,
orthodox Trinitarian or heterodox Unitarian. Perhaps
they were not impious or skeptical; religion was " at
loose ends,” but there was aways a sentiment in its
favor, only sectarianism was little understood, talked
o, or cared for. In short the charity of these people
was broad enough to cover al sects, and no man was
persecuted or caled in question for his religious bdlief.
Under these circumstances they gave the Mormon peo-
ple protection, and welcomed them to their homes and
tables; they listened to the story of their wrongs with
tears in their eyes; they grasped the outcasts by the
hand, and swore to stand by them to the bitter end.
Subscriptions were opened for them in many places;
even the Indians, yet upon a near reservation, con-
tributed liberally, and several sections made kindly
overtures, and pressingly invited the fugitives to settle
among them. They had not yet caught sight of the
cloven foot of the monster, or seen its miscreated front.

The Missourians found, in the meantime, that they
had "caught an elephant;" they had Joe Smith, his
brother Hyrum, and forty othersinjail on a multitude
of charges, but many of the witnesses were gone, the
trial would have been long and expensive, and it was
probably the best policy to get them al out of the
State in such a way that none would re-enter it, rather
than condemn a few to the penitentiary. Accordingly,
they were removed from place to place, loosdly guarded,
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and on the 15th of April, Joseph and a few others
escagped from their guards, who were either drunk or
pretended to be. They hastily made their way to
Quincy, followed by the small remnant of Mormons
which had been left a Far-West. The remaining
prisoners escgped and followed soon after, and in the
language of Governor Boggs next message, " the young
and growing State was happily rid of the fanatical
sect;" but in the language of Mormon poetry,

" Missouri,

Like a whirlwind in her fury,

Drove the Saints and spilled their blood."

Early in May, Joe Smith went to Commerce, in
Hancock County, lllinois, by invitation of Dr. Isaac
Galland, from whom he obtained a large tract of land
near the head of the Des Moines Rapids, and shortly
had another revelation for his people to settle there.
To a proper understanding of their' future history a
brief sketch of the locality is necessary, which has
been kindly furnished me by R. W. McKinney, Esq.,
present Postmaster at Nauvoo, who has resided in that
vicinity since 1837:

" Hancock is a river county, washed on the west by
the Mississppi for forty miles, taking into account the
windings of the river. It was originaly nearly all
prairie, extending eastward in a direct line from
Commerce twenty-five miles; high and rolling, with a
soil of inexhaustible fertility, and with most of the
timber fringing the streams aong the eastern border.
The western part of the county, bordering on the Des
Moines Rapids ; was aways a favorite spot of beauty to
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the voyager on the Mississippi; the eye was here
relieved by a most inviting prospect, the river was
fringed by low wooded hills, from which gushed
clear and sparkling brooks, passng with low musical
murmurs over their rocky beds until they were finally
lost in the ' Father of Waters.

"But the early progress of Hancock County was
anything but encouraging. While other sections of
the State, with fewer advantages and a less healthy
climate, rapidly augmented in weath and population,
this remained amost a wilderness, and this by reason
of uncertain titles.

" Hancock County, fair, heathful, and fertile, 'even
as the Garden of the Lord, was one of those unfor-
tunate counties comprised in that afflicted section lying
between the Illinois and Mississppi rivers, known as
the ' Military Tract." It had been set apart by Act of
Congress as bounty land for the soldiers of the War of
1812 ; but few of them emigrated there, and nearly all
of the patents, or ' soldiers rights,' as they were called,
were thrown upon the market for sale.  This furnished,
for a score of years, arich harvest for speculators and
land jobbers, and the ' Military Tract' became the
" happy hunting ground' of sharks and sharpers of
every description. A race of ' bloated patent holders
was thus created, whose broad tracts of wilderness land
rivalled in extent the proudest dukedoms and baronies
of the old world. It was against sound public policy
to create such aland monopoly on the public domain;
but much greater evils grew out of this thing in the
establishment of a conflict of titles, creating doubt and
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uncertainty, casting a shadow on every man's home-
stead who dared to erect it on the Tract, and driving
away honest and enterprising settlers. A system arose
in the East of forging patents by having absent or de-
ceased soldiers represented by others, and even by
making duplicate copies entire without affidavit, or aid
from the Land COffice

" In hundreds of instances there were three patents
upon the same section, with facilities to make a thou-
sand, in fact, the entire Tract was eventually strewn
with patents as thick as autumn leaves in an un-
broken forest. So great grew the evils of this system,
and from the non-payment of taxes by non-residents,
that the Legislature of Illinois went to work to devise
aremedy. But the Legidators of new States are not
generally very learned or capable statesmen, and the
sharpers laughed at the idea of illiterate men thwarting
the plans of men whose business it was to 'pierce the
centre' of the most explicit statute. The Legislature
having tried sharp and pointed statutes on the fra-
ternity before, but without success, instead of tinkering
and amending laws which 'John Doe, et al., had
laughed at, tried the virtue of a more sweeping enact-
ment. They enacted, in substance, that if any one
held possesson of land for seven years under color
of title, such possesson should be proof of title conclu-
sdve against all the world, and that 'John Doe €t al.,
with their pockets full of patents, snhould be forever
barred and excluded. When John Doe and his com-
peers took in the force of this statute, not a amile lit
up their solemn countenances. They were caught at
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last. But everybody was disappointed by the fina
operation of the statute. It only created or attracted
another 'swarm of flies, more hungry, voracious, and
pestilent than any that had preceded them; the
heavens and the earth were darkened by their myriads,
and no friendly swalow appeared to drive them away.'

" No sooner was the 'Delinquent List' exposed for
sde for non-payment of taxes, than a crowd appeared
in and around the Court House, hungry and haggard,
the like of which had surely not been seen since Pha-
raoh's lean kine emerged from the river Nile. Here
were congregated broken down tradesmen, tinkers
and vagabonds; rough, roaring, swearing fdlows, and
smooth-faced, hypocritical, canting knaves, jostled each
other, and mingled and commingled in the halls of jus-
tice, each one striving with the few dollars he had con-
trived to save out of the general wreck by cheating his
creditors, to retrieve his fortunes, and the result was a
land-monopoly more corrupt than any that had pre-
ceded it. The law had been amed at the non-resident
jobber, to compd the payment of taxes; but this un-
scrupulous crowd hurled it without mercy or discrimi-
nation at the heads of everybody; if it carried away the
inheritance of the widow and orphan, it was all the
same to them. The wise Legidators sood aghast at
the havoc they had innocently caused. They had
‘called gspirits from the vasty deep,’ and contrary to all
past experience they had come. These sharpers in-
spired genera terror, and no wonder; for had the in-
congruous and villanous crowd made a descent into
hell, the devil would have fled howling to the most re-
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tired and gloomy corner of his domain, leaving them to
contend and squabble among themselves for a 'tax
title' on his burning throne! It was now an indis-
criminate fight on the 'Military. Tract,' in which all
sorts of persons, with all sorts of papers, documents,
and titles, rushed to the conflict and couched ther
lances for the fray. In this hot contest the unsophisti-
cated settler, not conversant with these matters, had
but little show. He could much more readily, with
the dlightest possible assistance, 'read his title clear to
mansions in the skies' than so establish his clam to a
sngle foot of land covered by 'soldiers rights' forged
patents, and tax titles on the whole Military Tract.

" Fortunately, Hancock County was not altogether
covered by these titles. The Act granted the soldier
‘'one hundred and sixty acres of land,' no less, no more.
Hence, those quarters called ‘fractiona,’ with less or
more than one hundred and sixty acres, were subject to
entry at the Land Office These skirted the banks of
the river and aong the township lines of the whole
county, and were rapidly taken up and settled before
the arrival of the Mormons, at which time Hancock
County contained a sparse population of severa thou-
sand. Owing to greater security of title, most of them
were settled along the Missssppi. The Des Moines
Rapids excited much attention as a favorable site.
Among the conspicuous men who visited this section
was Genera Robert E. Lee, then a Lieutenant of Topo-
graphical Engineers, in the employ of the War Depart-
ment, for the purpose of making a survey of the rapids.
His visit was in 1832, and he remained in the county
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the whole season, and was favorably known to all the
old settlers, and much respected for his urbanity and
gentlemanly bearing. It was then a favorite ideawith
some, that the Missssppi would in time be bridged at
these Rapids, and that at no other place could a perma
nent structure be erected. Hancock was organized as
a county in 1829, and the Capital permanently estab-
lished a few years after at Carthage.

" Meanwhile the courts traveled around the country
after the manner of a public exhibition, holding terms
at such points as met the views of the lawyers, or per-
haps where it was consdered that law and justice were
most needed. Among the lawyers who then practised
in Hancock, were Macolm McGregor, Archibald Wil-
liams and 0. H. Browning; the former, a brilliant
genius, died young, and the latter two have since be-
come 'known to fame.'

"First in history was a Post Office a the Rapids,
caled Venice, but there was no town of that name.
In the year 1834, Commerce was laid out by Messs.
Alex. White and James B. Teas; and shortly after a
Mr. Hotchkiss, of New Haven, Conn., laid out Com-
merce City, just above the other town. All proved
fallures, but many still had confidence that this was
the place for a great city in the future. Among the
owners of the 'bottom land' was Dr. Isaac Galland, a
man of some enterprise, who, immediately after the fail-
ure of Hotchkiss, opened a correspondence with Joe
Smith, which resulted in an agreement that the latter
should settle al his people near Commerce."

To the foregoing graphic sketch it is only necessary
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to add, that the Prophet purchased a small tract and
received gratis a larger one; a convenient revelation
was vouchsafed for the Saints to gather to this stake of
Zion; they complied with rapidity, the plat of a great
city was laid out and the Mormon star was once more
in the ascendant.



